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The Scotland Act 2012: 
The Next Phase of Devolution in Scotland 
and its Potential Impact on Wales
The UK has undergone fundamental constitutional change in the last 
fifteen years or so which makes it a very different Union. In the words 

































































   3.  For Dylan Griffiths of  the Constitution Unit School of  Public Policy, “the granting of  tax-
varying powers to the Scottish parliament may be only symbolic for now but it is a significant expres-
sion of  the stature of  the new parliament” (D. Griffiths, “Second Coming. The Devolution Revival”, 
in G. Girard and M. Graves (eds), Europe unie : Le Royaume désuni ? Les enjeux de la dévolution, Brest, 
Université de Bretagne occidentale, 2000, p. 21).
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of  the composition of  the House of  Lords, all of  which might lead to a 
looser Union.
The last election to the Scottish Parliament in 2011 saw the unprec-























































fiscal powers. In its report entitled Serving Scotland Better: Scotland and the 











































The current financial arrangements: financing Scottish 
devolution prior to the Scotland act
Currently, the Scottish Parliament but also the National Assembly for 
Wales are not accountable  for raising revenue.  Indeed, at present,  in 
Scotland and Wales, virtually all the resources of  devolved governments 
come from a grant from the UK Government and not from the Scot-









































   8.  M. O’Neill, Devolution and British Politics, London, Pearson-Longman, p. 329.
   9.  A. Trench, “Conservative Radicalism in Wales”, Public Finance, Issue 11, November 2012.
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The Scotland act—described by alan Trench as “the first 
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   14.  Independent Commission on Funding and Finance for Wales, Fairness and Accountability: a new 
























The review of Devolution in Wales through the Silk Commission
The Silk Commission was notably  in charge of   looking at  the finan-
cial relationship between Wales and Westminster—a theme given added 
urgency by  the  recent  severe public  sector cuts which had particular 










   15.  House of  Commons Library, Holtham Commission, SN/EP/6288, 1 November 2012, 5.4, p. 6.
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